	Early Years / KS1 Topic Plan: Summer Term – The Jungle


	

	Area of Learning
	Objectives

	Activities
	Resources

	Cross Curricular Lang/Lit/Com

Knowledge and Understanding
	Listen to a variety of stories and repeating rhymes and poems.

Listen to and carry out instructions.
	Read the following stories to the children – Handa’s Surprise by Eileen Browne; The Lion and the Mouse by Avelyn Davidson; The Tiger Who Came to Tea by Judith Kerr;

Read the following poems to the children – 
· African Animals: http://www.earlylearninghq.org.uk/themes/jungle/african-animals-poem/
· Elephants: http://www.earlylearninghq.org.uk/themes/jungle/elephant-poem/
· Monkey Babies: http://www.earlylearninghq.org.uk/themes/jungle/monkey-babies-poem/
· The African  Elephant: http://www.earlylearninghq.org.uk/themes/jungle/the-african-elephant-poem/
Encourage the children to join in with the words and actions.
	Story books (as listed)
Illustrated jungle poems available from Early Learning HQ (as listed in previous column).


	Mathematical
Development
	Use every day language to describe position

Recognise/continue patterns

Sequence familiar events


	Play “Pin the tail on the elephant” and “Feed a banana to the monkey” – based on the game “Pin the tail on the donkey”. Encourage the children in the group to help the blindfolded child to success by shouting instructions i.e. Forward, back up, down, left, right etc.
Look at photos and pictures of animals and talk about their skin/fur markings. Classify the pictures/photos/toy animals according to their skin – spots/stripes/scales. 
Make patterns with spots/stripes and let the children continue them.
Use the stories “The Lion and the Mouse” , “Handa’s Surprise” and” The Tiger who came to Tea” for counting and sequencing  activities..
	Large painting of elephant/ monkey and separate tail/banana; blindfold.
Jungle themed photo pack –

http://www.earlylearninghq.org.uk/themes/animals/jungle-themed-photo-pack/

collection of wild animals


	Cross Curricular –
Physical and 

Mathematical

Development


	Develop gross motor skills 
Control body movements

Develop an awareness of position and movement.
	Use large apparatus in the Hall to create a “Jungle Circuit” for the children. Set the apparatus out so that they are able to move under, over, around, between, through etc. Use the positional words to explain what they have to do.
Play “Sleeping Lions” – instructions are on a separate sheet.
	Large apparatus
Whole class

Sleeping Lions Sheet

	Creative Development
(Music)
	Sing a range of songs with others


	Teach the children the following songs:-
Handa’s Surprise Number Song http://www.earlylearninghq.org.uk/themes/fruit-vegetables/handas-surprise-number-song/
Where o Where is Mondi? http://www.earlylearninghq.org.uk/themes/animals/handas-hen-song/
Jungle Song  http://www.earlylearninghq.org.uk/themes/animals/jungle-song/

	Song sheets from Early Learning HQ (as listed in previous column).

	Expressive Art and Design
	Mix, shape, arrange and combine materials to create their own objects.

	Using a toy elephant as a model, encourage the children to make their own using air drying clay.
When it’s hardened, paint grey and leave to dry. Glue wiggle eyes on to the elephant.

Make an “Elephant Peg Holder” http://www.earlylearninghq.org.uk/themes/jungle/elephant-peg-holder-craft-idea/
Make a “Crocodile Puppet” http://www.earlylearninghq.org.uk/themes/jungle/crocodile-puppet-craft-activity/
	Toy elephants; Air drying clay; grey paint; wiggle eyes.
Activity sheets from Early Learning HQ (as listed in previous column).



	Cross Curricular

Lang/Lit/Com/Understanding the world
	View and listen to a variety of visual and audio visual stimuli

Identify animals
Identify similarities and differences in animals

Understand that plants need water in order to grow.


	Watch clips of wild animals 

http://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=elephants&oq=elephants&gs_l=youtube.1.0.0l10.6014.9090.0.12601.9.5.0.4.4.0.155.708.0j5.5.0...0.0...1ac.1.b9jhVLwyEUY
Encourage the children to name the animals and to talk about their characteristics, similarities and differences. Ask questions – Why do giraffes have long necks? Why do elephants have trunks? What do elephants do with their trunks? Etc.
Make a “Carrot top Jungle” http://www.earlylearninghq.org.uk/themes/jungle/carrot-top-jungle-activity/

	Use YouTube to look at a variety of wild animals


	Welsh vocabulary – Introduce new vocabulary associated with the Jungle Theme. (Remember that Welsh is a phonetic language and every letter is pronounced!) 
Y Jyngl (Ugh Jungle) – The Jungle                                     Llewpart (ll-air oo- part) – leopard
Eliffant(same as English) – elephant                                Mwnc i (moon-key) - monkey
Llew (ll-air-oo) – lion                                                          Neidr (Nigh – drr) - snake
Teigr (tie-grr) – tiger                                                           Jiraff ( same as English) - Giraffe
Sebra (ssebra) – zebra                                                       Crocodil (croco-dill) – crocodile.


	Useful books- (In addition to those already mentioned) – And One Gorilla by Atsuko Morozumi; One Little elephant by Colin West; Elmer the Elephant series (these are also good for the topic of colour) by David McKee



