“Recycle, Reduce and Reuse”. Recycling and Environmental Links to the EYFS.
	Area of Learning; development matters.
	Activity ideas.
	Good practice; observations.

	PSED:
Self-confidence and self-esteem.
· talk freely about home and community.

· have a sense of personal identity (30-50)

· Have an awareness and pride in self as having own identity and abilities (40-60)

Behaviour and self control.
· Show care and concern for others, for living things and the environment (30-50)


	Read George Saves the World by Lunchtime and discuss what aspects the children can relate to (story plan to include possible questions for discussion). What do they already do, who helps them and what more could we all do? Encourage them to be specific to their own experiences.

Create an area for recycling with the children’s input and explain how it will work.

Collaborate with children in creating rules for the care of the environment (create pictogram to illustrate these – using junk where possible).

Look at Why Should I Recycle with the children and discuss possible activities which we could do as a school

Composting and planting outdoors.

Trip to the charity shop (plan so that they can bring an item in to donate if they wish).
	Encourage children to talk freely about their home, community, family and friends. Refer back to things they have told you whenever possible (eg. remembering names; events etc).

Create positive relationships with parents and involve parents and children together in conversations about recycling and environmental issues in their lives.

Note children’s ability to talk about and take pride in their homes and communities. How aware they are of how they can make a positive impact on their immediate environment.

Always recycle correctly within the setting. Discuss why you are doing this. Encourage parents to recycle / bring in junk for the messy room.

Model care and concern for the environment in and outdoors. Try to use collected rainwater to water plants with children, discuss why water is precious.

Do children remember to recycle what they can in the setting. How do they respond to doing this? Note discussions or questions arising from any aspects of recycling.

	Area of Learning; development matters.
	Activity ideas.
	Good practice; observations.

	Self-care.
· Take initiatives and manage developmentally appropriate tasks (30-50)

· Operate independently within the environment and show confidence in linking up with others for support and guidance (40-60)
Sense of Community.

· Make connections between different parts of their life experience (30-50).

	Read George Saves the World By Lunchtime and spot areas in the story where the children could begin to prompt their adults eg. walking / cycling instead of driving; sorting unwanted items at home for the charity shop / swap shop in nursery. Highlight the 3 R’s, reduce, reuse and recycle.

Brain storm (picture mind map) an idea to set up a table in nursery one day to recycle unwanted clothes/toys etc (let the children use their initiative eg. whether items are sold/swapped/given away; if sold where the money goes to; what to do with left over items etc).

Could we do anything more permanent at nursery to reduce, reuse and recycle items from both the setting and home that we don’t want? Notes on parent board – boxes in reception etc.
Play an interactive game where the children have to guess what certain recyclable items can be turned in to. (Having previously done a recycling story session or after having looked at some illustrations in Rubbish and Recycling / George Saves the World by Lunchtime)
	Plan opportunities for children to take the initiative in their learning and provide a way in which the children can share their achievements.

Ensure that all areas enable the children to take the initiative in recycling (bins emptied regularly, junk sorted appropriately etc).

Praise children’s efforts in these areas. Encourage children to be motivated by positive initiatives demonstrated by their peers.
Ensure children have the freedom and feel safe enough to make their own suggestions and share their ideas in the setting. Act on these wherever possible.

How do children respond to solving problems, being asked to suggest ideas etc. In what ways do they contribute independently looking after the environment; do they enjoy discussing this? Note how they celebrate their own achievements and those of their peers. 
Talk about things the children might have at home which are made from recycled materials.

Discuss whether anyone in their family or their friends have a garden – do they compost, have a water butt etc. What kind of things do we do at nursery that they have seen at home or elsewhere in the community to do with recycling?

Note how children draw on their experiences outside the setting.

	Area of Learning; development matters.
	Activity ideas.
	Good practice; observations.

	Communication, Language and Literacy.
Language for communication:
· Build up vocabulary that reflects the breadth of their experiences.
· Begin to use more complex sentences (30-50)
· Link statements and stick to a main theme or intention.
· Interact with others, negotiating plans and activities and taking turns in conversation (40-60)
Language for thinking:
· Talk activities through, reflecting on and modifying what they are doing (30-50)

· Begin to use talk instead of action to rehearse, reorder and reflect on past experience, linking significant events from own experience and from stories, paying attention to how events lead into one another

Area of Learning; development matters.
· Begin to use talk to pretend imaginary situations (40-60)

Reading:
· Show interest in illustrations and print in books and print in the environment.
· Know information can be relayed in the form of print (30-50)
· Enjoy and increasing range of books.
· Know that information can be retrieved from books and computers (40-60)
Area of Learning; development matters.
	All the activities in this document include these aspects of development. Language for communication is central to enabling the children to get the most understanding, learning and enjoyment from all these activities.

Sorting activity which includes rubbish, paper, plastic, cans, and items which could go to charity shop etc – follow through accordingly. Discuss what the items are, reasons for the choices they make. What might people go to charity shops to find, have they been to one, what did they buy etc.

Junk modelling – creating from recycled materials only. (Creative Development).

Read Wendell’s Workshop/Michael Recycle/Recycling Fun and use examples from children’s own experiences in nursery (or at home if they can relate these) to reflect upon and connect with the story/stories.

Activity ideas.
Use Michael Recycle to inspire children to take on roles or characters. Have a drama session during which they can invent their own ‘superhero’ recycling character, or be good/bad recycling citizens! Discuss what they look like, what they do, where they live etc.

Go to a recycling area and look at the different signs. (Do the children recognise any letters from their name? Can they guess what is recycled in each container from it’s sound/colour/picture?) 
Play a game to guess which sign should go on which recycling box. Let the children come and choose signs, combine with which bit of ‘rubbish’ should go in the box.

Story books and information books are used to discuss and illustrate different aspects of recycling and the environment in the class ‘story time’ activities listed throughout this document.

Show children some websites which provide simple information about recycling (list at end of this doc). Provide details of child friendly recycling sites for children to take home and look at with parent/carers (daily half hour free use of computers in local library).

Activity ideas.
	Help children to build their vocabulary by extending the range of their experiences Introduce vocabulary relating to recycling and wider environmental issues using pictures, props, objects, books etc.

Introduce vocabulary in the context of play and activities.

Help children expand on what they say, introducing and reinforcing the use of more complex sentences.

Encourage conversation and demonstrate conventions – turn taking, waiting for others to finish, listening and responding.

Note how children are beginning to develop and expand on what they say together with what vocabulary they retain and use from your discussions, conversations and activities relating to recycling and thee environment.

See how children concentrate on what others say and how they respond to what they have heard.

Prompt children’s thinking and discussion through involvement in their play.

Talk about what the children are doing and enable them to reflect through effective questioning.

Discuss how tasks will be accomplished, relating this where possible to previous experiences. Talk through and sequence together.

Good practice; observations.       
Provide for and join in imaginative play encouraging the children to talk about what’s happening and to take on characters.

Note how children use talk to think through and revise what they are doing.

How do they reflect and talk about past experiences/ideas?

Listen to how children use language in their imaginary play and how they convey their ideas and characters through talk.
Ensure that meaningful print is a primary focus (ie. child’s name, book title, food packet) so that recycling labels make ‘sense’ (children are aware that they man something).

Help children understand hat a word is by pointing them out in the environment as well as in books.

Provide information books together with story books in the library and reading areas.

Use visual cues and story props when reading to the children.

Discuss and model ways of finding information from non-fiction texts/computer.

Note children’s references to and understanding of how print works. Do they recognise their names, any packet labels, other environmental print?

Look at their book choices and note their understanding of how information can be found.

Good practice; observations.

	Handwriting:

· Use one handed tools and equipment (30-50)
· Begin to use anti-clockwise movement and retrace vertical lines.
· Begin to form recognisable letters (40-60)
	Using a large piece of paper on the floor draw a giant recycling bin with a number of different sections for different types of material. Let the children gather round and make marks on which ever section they’d like to ‘label’. 

Make visual aides and ‘written’ signs with the children to represent what can be recycled in recycling containers.

In own play encourage them to make signs for the class recycling bins. 

Extension activities for acorns could include making posters to encourage parents to reduce, reuse and recycle.


	Provide activities and equipment that enable children to practice using one handed tools. Be aware of appropriate opportunities duing play to encourage this (eg. would it help to cut something up; can they draw round something; make a mark to represent something meaningful?). Ensure these resources are provided indoors and outdoors.

Encourage children to write their own name (or first letter) on work, and to practice letter shapes when they paint and draw.

Provide ‘posters’ and signs in office which enable children to trace over lines if they so wish.

Look at how children control equipment and observe the marks they make (do they hold any meaning for the child?). 

Note children’s dexterity in using a range of tools in their play and writing and also their formation of recognisable letters.



	Area of Learning; development matters.
	Activity ideas.
	Good practice; observations.

	Problem solving, reasoning and Numeracy.
Numbers as labels for counting:

· Sometimes match number and quantity correctly.

· Recognise groups with one, two or three objects (30-50)

· Count out up to six objects from a larger group.

· Begin to count beyond 10..

· Recognise numerals 1-5 (and beyond).

· Know that numbers identify how many are in a set.

· Match then compare the number of objects in two sets (40-60).

Area of Learning; development matters.
Calculating.

· Comparing two groups of objects saying whether they have the same number.

· Separate a group of three or four objects in different ways, beginning to recognise that the total is still the same. (30-50)

· Find the total number of items in two groups by counting all of them.

· Select two groups of objects to make a given total of objects.

· Use language such as ‘more’ or ‘less’ to compare two numbers. (40-60)

Space, shape and measures:

· Observe and use positional language (30-50).
· Order two or three items by length or height.
· Order two items by weight or capacity.
· Use language such as ‘greater’, ‘smaller’, ‘heavier’ or ‘lighter’ to compare quantities (40-60).
	Sorting activities. Pre labelled boxes for children to sort into – which has the most items in (encourage children to estimate first). Can they find the correct numeral to put on the box to represent how many items are in it? Which box has the most items in, which the least?

Can they choose x amount of objects from the pile which should go into the plastics box etc

Instead of a treasure hunt have a ‘trash’ hunt outdoors. Let the children know what items have been hidden and how many of each (have a pictorial and numerical representation to show them before the game – items could be place on marked out spaces on her once found.

(at tidy up time children can return items to the correct recycling / re-using places).

Activity ideas.
Sorting activities listed here can be adapted to develop calculation skills – ensure effective questioning and prompting.

If a fund raising table is set up as suggested earlier some children will be able to assist with simple monetary calculations (acorns), for example counting up the 10p pieces.

Ask children to save old stamps with their grown ups. Bring in and sort according to colour etc, split into groups and add totals/find how many altogether in 2 groups of different size/colour etc

Sorting activities listed here can be adapted focusing on the shape and size of objects – ensure effective questioning and reinforce mathematical language/vocabulary.
	Give children a reason to count whenever possible (sorting recycling, counting out glue sticks for the making table, putting a specified number of pencils out etc).

Point out numerals within the environment – around the setting, in the street (door numbers etc).

Provide selections of things for children to sort, order, count and label in their play.

Use rhymes, songs and stories involving counting on (and back).

Emphasise the empty set whenever appropriate and reinforce the concept of nothing or zero.

Listen out for children using number names accurately and the range of numbers they refer to.

Note the strategies children use to match number and quantity (counting on fingers etc)

Observe which numerals children recognise and note the significance (if any, eg. age). What method of counting do they use when sorting a number of objects from a larger group, and comparing sets.

Good practice; observations.
Model language such as ‘more’, ‘less’ and ‘same as’.

Use pictures and props in counting songs/rhymes – physically add and take away.

Demonstrate ways of ‘recording’ number activities such as tally marks, pictures, numerals (with appropriate needs include addition/subtraction/equals symbols).

Make number lines available and encourage children to use them in their play. Join in children’s own sorting activities and ask questions about how many there would be if you put one more in etc.

Note what strategies children use to work out whether a group of objects is the same or different, and how they solve problems using fingers, counting aloud etc.

Observe whether children work out how many items there are if things are taken away or added. Note how they do this. How do they find the sum of two numbers?

Model language such as ‘smaller’, ‘heavier’ etc when playing with the children. Provide opportunities and encourage children to compare size and quantity within their play.

Note how children order items and their use of positional language.



	Area of Learning; development matters.
	Activity ideas.
	Good practice; observations.

	Knowledge and Understanding of the World.

Exploration and Investigation:

· Show curiosity and interest in the features of objects and living things.

· Describe and talk about what they see.

· Show understanding of cause/effect relations (30-50)

· Show an awareness of change.

· Explain own knowledge and understanding and ask appropriate questions of others. (40-60)

Area of Learning; development matters.
Designing and making:
· Begin to try out a range of tools and techniques safely (30-50)

· Construct with a purpose in mind, using a variety of resources (40-60)


	Sorting activities focussing on the properties of the materials. What are they made of; are they shiny/rough/smooth; can you squash them. Pass a recyclable/re-usable object around and challenge each child to notice something different about it – describe and talk about what they see (CLL)

Photograph, close up, some parts of various objects then mix them together in a big box or place on a table. Show photographs on the IWB and ask children to come and find the object that it’s taken from. Why do they think the photo matches the object they have chosen? Can they spot anything else on the table with the same properties?

Composting outdoors. Finding the right things to go in the compost – photograph and see over time how the compost changes. What other changes do they notice throughout the year (colours of leaves, weather etc).

Look for worms in the garden. Make a wormery. Look closely at the worms with magnifiers. What do the children already know about these mini-beasts.Talk about the part worms play in composting and life in the garden (if appropriate talk about providing food for birds – living things need to eat, worms eat soil, the birds eat the worms). 

Activity ideas.

Recap the three R’s and focus on reuse. What do we reuse a lot and what can we encourage parents to reuse? Talk about reusing carrier bags for supermarket shopping. Where are these kept in different children’s homes? Make a carrier bag dispenser with the children (make sure that in advance of this a note, or mention on the newsletter, has been given to parents asking for an old long sleeve top or trousers). Children can use different tools and techniques for this depending on ability (glue, stapler, sewing). Children have recycled old clothes in order to store things which can be reused.

Brainstorm what items which are in the junk or recycling boxes can be used as something else. Make a pictorial record of this and help children choose something to make (eg. pen pot/desk tidy from a plastic bottle, jewellery box from old packaging, crackers at Christmas, seedling/plant pots etc).

Children make their own little note/picture pads. Cut the paper to the size they would like and find away of holding it all together (glue, sello-tape, hole punch and string etc). Decided whether it should have a cover on it – if so what kind of material to be made out of, what size etc.
	Encourage and respond to children’s signs of interest and extend these through questions, discussions and further investigation.

Encourage children to raise questions and suggest solutions and answers – ensure the setting provides a safe atmosphere in which they feel confident to make suggestions and ask questions.

Point out changes in the garden over time, growing/dying. Discuss changes in ourselves over time – hair and nails growing, feet getting bigger etc.

Look out for incidences of children identifying features of living things and objects.
Note how children examine objects and living things to find out more about them – observing plants and animals and noticing the different materials/properties of objects.

How do children describe what they notice.

Note the ways in which children find out about things in the environment (handling them, using magnifiers, asking questions etc).

Good practice; observations.

Provide a range of construction materials and tools (eg. scissors, hole punch, stapler, glue spreader, hacksaw) and encourage children to handle them carefully and use their correct names.

Discuss purposes of design and making tasks.

Support children in cutting, joining, measuring techniques and their names.

Ensure children are able to practice and develop skills, plan their own projects and find their own solutions in the design and making process.

Make sure that areas are organised, well resourced and tidy so that children can see what tools and materials are available to them.

Note how children’s skills develop in using the tools they choose.

Observe the ways in which children construct and why they make certain things or use a particular tool.



	Area of Learning; development matters.
	Activity ideas.
	Good practice; observations.

	ICT:
· Know how to operate simple equipment (30-50)

· Use ICT to perform simple functions.

· Use a mouse and a keyboard to interact with age-appropriate computer software (40-60)

Area of Learning; development matters.
	Some of the activities already suggested require the children to take photo’s of signs and recycling areas in the community. Practice with the camera can be extended through children photographing objects around the setting which can be reused, recycled or reduced – then a slide show or power point presentation made up so the children can play a game, calling out what should happen to each item as it appears.

There are lots of children’s games about the 3 R’s on the internet. Some of the we sites are listed at the end of this document, all are safe and child friendly. These could be added to a newsletter one day for parents to play at home or in the library with the children. In the setting they can be played in small groups on the IWB and also set up on the computers. Adult support where necessary.

Activity ideas.
	Draw children’s attention to pieces of apparatus around the setting. When possible ask them to help turn on the computers or IWB. Have a camera available for them to use if they wish.

Talk about the intercom system as they come in to nursery – discuss in simple terms how it works, why it’s there.

If you need to photocopy something during session time take a small group of children to come and help, or photocopy their pictures for their files.

Provide programmable toys and games as well as computers.

How do children use the technology around them and how do their skills develop as they become more familiar with piece of equipment.

Note what children do independently with their skills and what their understanding of the equipment’s purpose is.

Good practice; observations.

	Time and Place:

· Develop an understanding of growth, decay and changes over time.

· Comment and ask questions about where they live and the natural world (30-50)


	Through gardening, wormery and composting activities this understanding could be developed. The children could make a mini-compost bin with a clear plastic bottle so that they can see the changes happening more clearly and discuss them (– why do they think the apple is rotting, the leaves are turning black etc?).

If there is a group of children who seem especially interested in this topic then the information books could be looked at more closely with them. Talk about the rubbish which goes into land fills, how does this affect the countryside; what will be left if we keep digging holes and filling them? Create a model/small world area with the children to demonstrate this – exhibit it in the reception area together with photo’s of the children working and interesting comments they may have made. (Could also do a similar thing in the outdoor area to demonstrate this, with a small patch of land).

In small groups children could go to old rail track walkway to plant saplings. point out what is already growing there, how things might change as the grow and discuss what will happen to saplings over time.
	Encourage children to discuss what they notice growing / dying in the outdoor area. Talk about things they might grow at home, provide opportunities for children to plant things to take home suitable for those who don’t have gardens. Discuss how they are growing and how the children are looking after them.

Notice changes within the children or their siblings that you can talk about with them.

Observe changes in the environment eg. through the seasons, building or road works.

Encourage the children to think about how our own actions can affect the world around us. Comment on things as they happen (Could we put that apiece of apple on the compost now? Shall we take that piece of paper out of the bin and put it in the recycling? Isn’t it great that children have brought in these clothes so that you have something to change into when you get too wet at the water tray? etc)

Observe what changes children notice and note their suggestions regarding what brings about these changes.

Note the questions children ask about the world around them and wider issues surrounding it.

	Area of Learning; development matters.
	Activity ideas.
	Good practice; observations.

	Physical Development.

Health and Bodily Awareness:
· Show awareness of own needs with regard to eating, sleeping and hygiene (30-50)

· Show some understanding that good practices with regard to exercise, eating, sleeping and hygiene can contribute to good health (40-60)

Using equipment and materials:
· Engage in activities requiring hand eye coordination.

· Demonstrate increasing skill in the use of mark making implements, blocks construction sets and small world activities (30-50)

· Manipulate materials to create a planned effect (40-60)


	Food activity – reducing, reusing. Make something from “leftovers”. eg. mini pasties/soup/tiffin. During activity talk about what children  eat at snack time and encourage them to think about what they take – only take what they know they can eat. What do their grown ups do with “leftovers”

Start a “Staying Healthy” board. Discuss what the children understand about what we need to do to look after ourselves, using pictures/books/stories/games. Talk about what they have for breakfast, how they get to school, when they sleep etc. Depending on children’s interests a basic block graph could be developed (eg they draw a representation of themselves on squared paper, write/have scribed their name and place it on the graph – who walks, comes in car etc – favourite fruits). Look through the junk boxes at food packaging, what is healthy – why it’s important to eat healthily and include fruit/veg etc.

Model making and other activities suggested here can all involve the use of tool, mark making implements. Clay pots could be made and decorated with old buttons/broken jewelry.

Computer games and websites suggested here can assist in hand eye co-ordination.


	Talk about children’s needs at snack time or when it’s time to go home for lunch/tea. 

Discuss favourite foods and healthy foods.

If a child has a packed lunch with them do they know what’s in it? Could they have put something which they had for tea the day before in it?! If children seem tired ensure there is a quiet place they can go (eg. library). Support healthy practices such as hand washing and encourage children to move towards doing these things independently.

Help children to understand the thinking behind the good practices they are encouraged to adopt. Be sensitive to varying family expectations and life patterns when encouraging thinking about health.

Note the ways children demonstrate understanding of healthy practices (eg. saying they need to wash their hands because they want some snack, or they need some water because they have done a lot of exercise).

How do children indicate their needs.
Make equipment available and accessible to all, provide activities that give opportunities to practise manipulative skills (include tools for left handed children). Teach skills needed to use various tools safely.

Note how children manage to make things work and the skills they use to manipulate materials. Be aware of their developing skills.

	Area of Learning; development matters.
	Activity ideas.
	Good practice; observations.

	Creative Development.

Being creative – responding to experiences, expressing and communicating ideas:
· Explore and experience using a range of senses and movement.

· Capture experiences with music, dance, paint and other materials.

· Develop preferences for forms of expression (30-50)

· Talk about personal intensions, describing what they were trying to do.

· Respond to comments and questions, entering into dialogue about their creations (40-60).


	Read Wendell’s Workshop. 

Devise a ‘robot dance’ with the children, how do they think the robots would move etc. Give them a choice of music for the dance, which is the most suitable type of music, why do they choose that one?

Play a class guessing game using sounds hidden in a bag/box; smells in jars; objects hidden in feely bag; objects only partially visible; performing actions/expressions etc. Encourage children to explain their choices / describe how things look, feel, sound etc.

Most story books provide some opportunity to inspire children to make, paint, perform/role play. Do a story session which includes the children in drawing illustrations on big class paper, acting out a line from the story, talk about something in the book they’d like to make – if it’s something quite tricky consider doing it as a class project the following session and use the opportunity to discuss the work as a whole.

Discuss what they like and don’t like about the project and encourage them to suggest alternatives.
	Provide appropriate materials and extend children’s thinking through involvement in their play using effective questioning.

Encourage children to describe their experiences and help to extend their thinking by introducing appropriate language and vocabulary. 

Be interested in children’s responses, observing their actions and listening carefully to what they want to say.

Ensure that children are introduced to a variety of ways in which they can express themselves through each medium – eg. provide opportunities to learn about various painting techniques/styles/paint types, then ensure they have access to these if they wish to experiment with them.

Support children in expressing opinions and encourage them to be confident in their use of vocabulary such as “like”, “dislike”, “prefer” and “disagree”.

Be alert to changing interests and the way children respond when they are in different moods.

Note ways in which children capture experiences and explore materials.

Listen to the ways in which children describe their experiences and creations.

	Area of Learning; development matters.
Exploring media and materials:
· Create 3D structures (30-50)

· Create constructions, collages, painting and drawings.

· Work creatively on a large or small scale (40-60)

Area of Learning; development matters.

Creating music and dance:

· Tap out simple rhythms and make some up.

· Explore and learn how sounds can be changed. (30-50)

· Begin to move rhythmically (40-60)

Developing imagination and imaginative play:

· Use available resources to create props to support role-play.

· Engage in imaginative role play based on own first hand experiences (30-50)

· Introduce a story line or a narrative 
	Activity ideas.

Junk model making – inside or outside.

Work as individuals or as a group on a bigger / class based project to work with available materials (large box could be made into house/vehicle etc; various junk made into a robot- whatever the children’s interests are).

Discuss where the materials have come from – packaging etc and what they are made of, could they be recycled in any other way?

Collage using different materials (reuse/recycle – old clothes, newspapers, packaging, broken toys or jewellery etc). Draw round some children and make a giant collage using different materials to represent the features and clothing.

If the children have been on a walk to a recycling centre previously they could paint / draw / make a model of what they saw. Provide photographs of the trip and talk about it beforehand to remind them what you did and saw, what each bin was for etc. Make mini recycling bins for their bedrooms.

Activity ideas.
Make instruments from recyclables. Shakers, drums, beaters and blocks etc. Play games, sing songs, tap out rhymes etc. Have a little ‘band’, give yourselves a name etc!

Experiment with the instruments you make. (What does a shaker sound like with different types of material in it? How does it sound if it’s fuller / emptier etc. Banging on things eg card board tube/plastic bottle, how do they sound if they are hung by some string rather than held? Follow this through into ‘real’ instruments – the triangle sounds different if it’s not hanging etc.

Children can follow the beats they make with the instruments using their bodies. Try to help half the group tap out a continuous rhythm for the other half to move to then swap over.

Choose a simple story which the children already know and are comfortable with. After reading it tell the children you would like to find some ‘props’ to enable us to act the story out (over 2 days or more). Look at the pictures and talk about what you might need then bring out a big box with a selection of random props from the home corner and role play area. Ask 
	Good practice; observations.

Demonstrate and teach skills and techniques associated with the things children are doing – eg. how to balance and stick a cardboard roll so that it doesn’t fall of their model; how to mix their paint; what makes an effective collage etc.

Provide stimulating material from which children can develop their own ideas (photos’, books, exhibitions etc).

Ensure that children feel confident to say how they feel about their work (or that of others) encourage them to take time to think before they express an opinion, and to bare in mind the need for sensitivity.

Make suggestions and ask questions to extend children’s ideas of what is possible (I wonder hat would happen if…)
Support children in thinking about what they are going to make, processes involved, the materials and resources they might need etc.
Keep a note of how the children begin to describe their creations and the objects that they represent. Discuss their structure and see how they have solved any problems they might have encountered.

Observe the numerous ways in which children can create and construct and how their explorations lead to new understandings about media.

Good practice; observations.

Help children to listen to music and watch dance when opportunities arise. Encourage them to notice different sounds around them and introduce them to a variety of musical instruments (particularly ‘the rhythm section”)

Create a space for children to play and experiment with a selection of instruments to which they have access throughout the day. Support and extend any interest in this area whenever possible. 

Include music and dance from different cultures in the setting. The IWB could provide a medium for this (have a basket of instruments near by so the children can join in).

Note how children choose to explore sound and the ways in which they handle instruments and discover their preferences in making their own ‘music’. Look at the ways in which children respond to music.

Encourage inventiveness; offer support and suggestions if appropriate. Use homemade props to support stories and give children opportunities to help you tell the story in a dramatic way.

	Area of Learning; development matters.
	Activity ideas.
	Good practice; observations.

	
into their play.

· Play co-operatively as part of a group to act out a narrative. (40-60)
	each child to come and have a look and see what they could use to represent some of the things in the story. Begin to perform some short scenarios with these items, showing the pictures from the book alongside.

Re-cap the above activity or discuss the kind of things we reuse in our everyday lives. Talk about how we sometimes play with things which aren’t ‘real’, but that represent something else. Have a selection of clean items which people might throw away (yogurt pots, cake trays, kitchen rolls, pizza box etc) and ask children to come and choose something and pretend to use it for something other than it’s intended use (eg. a bottle could be a microphone, a kitchen roll a telescope etc).

This activity can be extended to develop a theme, or short story, with the children, using the ‘rubbish’ props. You could take photographs and make it into a book (children can suggest what to write in the story and adult scribe it), or film it for other children to see on the IWB.
	Note the range of experiences children represent through their imaginative play. Look at the way they respond in different ways to stories, ideas and their own life experiences (have they made some sort of connection with the ideas behind the 3 R’s?).

Encourage children to use their imagination around the setting so that wherever they want to develop role play they can find props to support it (whether they are bits of junk or toys which can be adapted).

Support the different interests of children, encourage narratives to develop through this play.

Look at the ways in which children develop their role play and narratives. Do they find props/friends/costumes which extend their interest? Note any interesting language / vocabulary they use – is any of this related to discussions/stories you’ve had together recently? 


Possible ideas to develop in the setting.

In the reception set up a book / magazine share or swap shelf.

Have a special place marked out on the notice board where parents/carers can advertise things to give away (baby clothes etc) or request things they need.

Have a box for junk modelling materials / clean clothes for use as spares in nursery / old toys etc.

In the news letter or / and on the board, include occasional reminders about saving energy / resources / money! (lights off, TV and DVD not on standby, water taps off when brushing teeth etc)

Encourage parents / carers to offer their own thoughts and ideas on how our community can reduce it’s waste and 

how we, as a setting, can contribute to that.

Useful web sites. 

www.recyclezone.org.uk/ 

http://resources.kaboose.com/games/earthday.html 

http://www.growingschools.org.uk/ 

http://www.renewableworld.org.uk/ activities here a perhaps too difficult for the children but an interesting way for adults to educate themselves further on the subject of the 3 R’s.

http://www.recycle-more.co.uk a great site for the whole family. Click on the ‘schools’ option for activities.  

http://www.ypte.org.uk/ 

http://www.kidsplanet.org/ an American website which includes interesting ideas and information.

http://www.globalfootprints.org a great source of information regarding sustainability, global warming and children’s rights.

http://www.lovefoodhatewaste.com/ find out how you can reduce your food wastage and save money as well as the environment.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/barnabybear/games/recycle.shtml 
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